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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. = @

The agent is of opinion, that the amount of invalid debts would be considerably diminished, if & just
settlement and adjusument 0! thein could take place. But this 1» probably ‘mpracticable, fromthe lennth
of time the debts have been due, the death o debtors, and various :oither circumstances. ‘I'ne amount,
however, which is justly due. and which has been irrecoverably lost, is beyond doubt ery large, and '
would in all probability, if it had been punctually collected, have pow compused & capital frum which tbe
state might denve an aunual revenue of more ihan Lwenty thousand dollass ' B

The lesson taught by these losses, and 'he annual accumalations of debs, uow deemed valid, but which
from delay nay soon become other wisz, will be valuable, it it should induce the legislature (o adopt an
efficient sy-tem of collection ‘The agent, whose fidelity and indelatigable zeal 1 ke public service, are
abundantiy manilest from the reports, which your commitiee have examined, is well qualified by egperie
ence to point nut the defects in our collection system, and the necessary remedies. He has sommnncat- .
ed Lo them much valuable information, of which they have availed theaselves 10 framing & bitl, which in.
a late report on the state of the finances, they have recommended to the adoption of the hou-s.. Your
commiltee are of opin.on, with the agent, that the revenue aniaing from licensas to retailers of spiritucus
liguors, hawkers and pedlais Licenses, and licenses to.retail at horse races, would be much more punctu-
ally. and with less risq.e, collecied by the county clerks than by the sheriffs, and in confurmity to. &is
suggestion herewith report a bill for making that change, - = .. - S _ :

W hen the preseat agent for the western shove was ficst appointed in Febsuary 1822, the totxl amount
of valid debts, then due the state from county clerks and stieriffs, was about $30,000; of these he Lascch
lected and paid into thetreasury $¢1,(99 61, of which sum he collected during the tast year §:658 34,
Siace his second appointment as agent in May 1823, he has received only $275 93, asum lcss than his
actual expenses, while engaged in the execution of his duties, having inthat peiiod made two complete
tours through tie counties ot the western shore, +nd made np charge for travelling expenses, stationary,
postage, or any other inc.dental expen=es. Besides the above mentioned sures, he collected and paid in:
tothe tieasury the sum of $8201 77 of revenue, which acerued after his appointment, and upon which he
had received no commissicn  He also adjusted the accounts of clerks and sherifts in all conuties where
they were prenared tor settlement, tor debts which become due in 1822, tor which be received no com-
pen-ation,  The general assembly by resoiution No. 13, passed in 1822, released the securiti-s of Gueta-
vus Scott irom the payment of $1396 €5, ‘F'his debt might have been reeovered, and the ageut oppu-ed
the release, bemny a member of the houseof delegates at.the time, having previously commenced a suity and-
he has since, by purchasing some 'ands belunging to the estate of said Gustavus Scott, which were vold
for taxes in Allegany county, secured the greater part of the debt - For.this also, be has received nocom-

pensalion; your con'mitiee, however, think him justly enutied to it. :

The agent alo obtained judgment acainit Caleb Merryman for §4397 47, ﬂ{hi_chtthe legislature, by an
act in 1822, chapter (3, released. As this was a hard case, the agent aiso voluntarily gave up h's com...

" mission- ‘T'he legislature has, by various resolutions, indujged dqbtoct to the amount of about ¢700L; in

part of these cases suits had heen commenced. Your commities recommend, that the agent be authoris.
¢d to secure to the state either by purchase, or such other wmanner as he may think best, six hundied -
other acres, which he has reported as belouging to Gostavus Seqytt, and thereafter sell the same; and tre

_this purpose they, recommend the adoption «f a resolu ton annexed-to this report  Your committee beg

leare to 1c--ark that:he averaze amount received for services by the agents who were appointed presious
to the present agent, was $259) per annum  Had the present agent received: commissions wpon all the.
sums mentioned in this, report, upon which he has received no compensation, in a‘dition to those wheeh
he has received. his ccmpensation would aniount 1o littie more than one half. oithe annnal compenzation
received by all other agents. It is due to the present agent to stats, that he has not made anv ciaim for

commissions on debls which the legistature may have releaced, or for extra services; but they deem W

but justice to state, that he appears to have tai en uncommon pains, and to have manifested great assidui-

. ty and ability, in the execution of Lis office, and (0 promoute (he public intereat, to have heen evar ready

to exceed rather than fall short of hi< prescribed duties * They thesefore feel it to be justly due 0 hitu (0
recommend the adop ion of the inllowing resolution. AR ‘ T o '
Resolved, “That the treasurer of the westarn shore be directed to pay to Thomas Kennedy or order, the
sum of - ~ as addit.onal compensation for services tendered 10 his oftice as agent for the western shore
of Maryland, since his appointment in May, 1823, - e . : _
- ' By oider, B TRUL MAN CROSS Clk,

Mr. Cromwell presents a petition from Jacobd.loe, of Frederick county, pray ngto be permitted to
Jease and exchange certain property therein mentiongd;s eterred to Messrs Cromwzll, Barnes and Kemp.
The house, according to the order of the day, proceeded to the second reading of the b.dl Lo alter and
change all such parts ot the constitution and furm of government as relates (v tue election of delegates to .
the zeneral assembly of this state. . SRR R : , o -

On motion by Mr. Carroll, the question was put, That the.same he refarzed to the 15t June next?

Af er some time spent in discussing the merits of the bill,
‘Ihe house adjourns until to morrow morning 9 o’clock.

Lo

- | FRIDAY, January 28. 1838, - R |
" The house met.” Present the same metnhers as on yesterday. The proceedings of yesterday were read,
Mr Cromwell reports a bill. entitled, An act fur the benefic of the davisees of George Ioc, deceased. ™
Mr Hoftman delivers the following report: T S
The coa.mittce to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Stallings, and others, securities of Tho*
mas Pollard, late sheriff of Allegany county, have had the samie under consideration and ask lesve to re;

port—That in the opinion of yeur commiltee, tiris is one.of thoie uncemmon casgs which seguires the




